The information below is for all Public Outreach Coordinators in the U.S.  If you have agreed to be an e-buddy for an Area Public Outreach Coordinator, please pass this to the Coordinator right away.  

Important information for all U.S. Public Outreach Coordinators!

We would like your help in asking the CBS television stations that will broadcast the movie about Lois W. to also broadcast Al-Anon’s public service announcements.

Would you find Al-Anon members in your Area to call the enclosed contact names at local CBS stations before April 10?  If they express interest in our PSAs, that deadline will leave enough time for us to send them copies of the PSAs before the April 25 broadcast of the movie.

You can make some calls yourself, but we hope you won’t do this alone. These calls are most effective when the TV stations receive a call from someone in their own city, from their own viewing area.  We hope that you’ll find an Al-Anon volunteer from the city where the TV station is located. 

We’ve enclosed some suggested talking points for this phone call.

 
We’d appreciate getting some feedback from you on this effort.  Would you ask members to tell you who they called, and what response they got?  Would you please collect this information and send it to the Public Outreach department at the WSO by April 15, if possible?

If you have any questions about this project before April 8, please e-mail wso@al-anon.org, attention Pat.  Between April 10 and April 15, during the World Service Conference, please allow extra time for response.

Thank you for reaching out to families and friends of alcoholics through Al-Anon volunteers and the CBS TV stations in your Area!

Contact names at local CBS TV stations

	WEVV-TV                  
	EVANSVILLE
	IN
	EVANSVILLE
	(812) 464-4444
	KIM WOODWARD             

	WANE-TV                  
	FT WAYNE
	IN
	FT_WAYNE
	(260) 424-1515
	APRIL MC CAMPBELL        

	WISH-TV                  
	INDIANAPOLIS
	IN
	INDIANAPOLIS
	(317) 923-8888
	TINA CROSBY              

	WSBT-TV                  
	MISHAWAKA
	IN
	SOUTH_BEND-ELKHART
	(574) 472-8004
	MARY DUNBAR              

	WTHI-TV                  
	TERRE HAUTE
	IN
	TERRE_HAUTE
	(812) 232-9481
	MIKE LATTA               

	WLFI-TV                  
	W LAFAYETTE
	IN
	LAFAYETTE_IN
	(765) 447-6886
	PUBLIC SERVICE DIRECTOR  


Suggested telephone message for calling CBS station managers by April 10, 2010

Hi, this is ___________________________________.  I’m a member of Al-Anon Family Groups here in _____________[insert name of city].________________
Could I speak with __________________________ ?  (name from TV station contact list) 

Getting past the receptionist:

Q:  What is this in reference to?

A:  This is concerning a public service announcement and an upcoming CBS program.

Having the decision maker on the phone

Hi, my name is ____________________.  I am a member of Al-Anon Family Groups here in ________________. How are you today?

I want to encourage you to broadcast an Al-Anon PSA titled “Sketches III,” which ties in closely with a television movie that CBS is broadcasting on April 25th.

The movie is called “When Love Is Not Enough—The Lois Wilson Story.” It’s a Hallmark Hall of Fame movie about Lois Wilson, who co-founded Al-Anon Family Groups, and her husband Bill Wilson, who co-founded Alcoholics Anonymous.  

As many as one in three people are affected by a problem drinker.  So there are many people in your audience who will find the movie and the PSAs very interesting and important.

There are _[insert number]__ local Al-Anon groups in ____________[name of city.] These groups are run locally, by local volunteers.  The Al-Anon PSAs would help people who are struggling with the effects of alcoholism to find the help they need at one of our groups.

Would you be willing to play Al-Anon PSAs in the weeks before and after the broadcast of the Lois Wilson movie?
Our PSA vendor, TV Access, will gladly provide the format your station needs.  To request a new copy of the PSA, simply call 1-800-944-9134.

Thank you for your time.  We appreciate everything you can do for the families of problem drinkers.
